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The third kind are the discovery prizes, given to unknown
authors by a disinterested, non-commercial authority. Of these
the best-known example is the Goncourt Prize. It is awarded
by a permanent Committee of Ten, the endowed, self-perpetu-
ating Goncourt Academy. In this case, the influence upon litera-
ture has been noticeable. The Goncourt Academy has actually
brought to the world's notice authors who otherwise might
have missed their chance altogether. Marcel Proust was
wealthy, well-known in cultured circles j yet he had reached
middle age without finding his public. It took the Goncourt
Prize to make him famous. Every winner of that coveted dis-
tinction is assured of at least one brilliant success, not merely
with the Parisian Uteratiy but with the world at large: Gon-
court Prize novels command large sales, and are usually trans-
lated into several languages. Yet, even in this most favorable
case, it is obvious that the prize method offers no panacea: dust
is, gathering thickly over many prize-winning works. The ten
Goncourt Academicians have proved less infallible than old
Boileau, whose judgments on his contemporaries have never
been reformed.1

Whichever way we turn, we find that there must be, at some
point, a decision taken by a small group: the general public
can only confirm or ignore that decision. The group may be the
publishers' readers, the managers of endowed presses, the di-
rectors of book clubs, the judges of literary contests, the com-
mittees for the awarding of prizes: responsibility always rests
with the few. Usually, these groups sin through timidity.
Called to a position of influence, they abdicate. Their rule of
conduct might be that of the French Revolutionary chieftain,
in 1848: "Where are we going? I don't know: I am their
leader: there-fore I must follow them" They try hard to find
what the people want5 what the people want is expert and

1 The Nobel Prize usually means confirmation within the author's own
country, discovery without j in this it fulfills a very useful purpose.